WHO WAS WARD GRUNDY?

Ward Gladstone Grundy was born on June 7, 1903 to Fred and Lora Grundy of Morrisonville, IL.  Mr. Grundy moved to Morton in 1923 to teach 7th grade and to coach basketball after attending Illinois Normal University for only one year.  For the next several years, Mr. Grundy took night classes and attended summer school to earn a Bachelor’s degree from Illinois Normal University and a Master’s degree from Bradley University.  By 1928, Mr. Grundy had been named the principal of a six-room wood-frame school in addition to teaching 8th grade and coaching basketball and track.  Mr. Grundy’s educational philosophy was to teach the basic courses with emphasis on strict discipline (although Mr. Grundy once told a reporter that he never paddled anyone).  His dynamic style captured the imagination of his students.  He entertained them with stories by his favorite author, O. Henry.  He drilled them mercilessly in English grammar and vehemently encouraged them to be good citizens and to vote.  Under his leadership, Morton won three state basketball championships in 1932, 1936, and 1938; and a state track championship in 1935.  It was during this time that Mr. Grundy earned a reputation as a lecturer and an after-dinner speaker and became known as “The Sage of Morton”.  For years he was a regular speaker at the Peoria Sunday Morning League Banquets.  As an Optimist, Mr. Grundy spoke throughout the United States from Hollywood, CA to Washington, D.C.  By 1958, it was estimated that he had filled over 1400 speaking engagements.  In 1954, Mr. Grundy was named superintendent of both the Morton Community Consolidated School District #644 and Morton Township High School District #301.  He served in that capacity until July 1, 1958.  In accepting his resignation, the Board of Education noted, “Throughout the state, Morton is known for having good schools.  This didn’t just happen.  It took leadership and guidance.  For the past 35 years, Ward Grundy has given untiringly of himself in the development of our educational system, providing educational leadership in our community”.  Mr. Grundy’s contributions to the community were recognized in 1961 with the opening of Ward Grundy Elementary School at 1100 S. Fourth Avenue in Morton.  Throughout most of his life, Mr. Grundy was gifted with energy, enthusiasm, and a great sense of humor.  His most noteworthy talent, however, was his ability to teach.  Mr. Grundy passed away on July 1, 1978.
